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The Suppression of Information 
Concerning Soviet SALT Violations 
by the U.S. Government 


JAKE GARN 


Since 1967 the government of the United States has been 
committed to the notion that strategic arms limitation is the 
answer to U.S. strategic problems.’ In 1972 the U.S. signed 
what was then hailed as an epic arms control agreement, the 
SALT I accords. The net result thus far has been the creation 
of a limited capability but rapidly expandable Soviet ABM force 
and a fivefold increase in the number of Soviet strategic nuclear 
warheads; admittedly, the U.S. also increased its warhead 
numbers and fortunately maintains a two-to-one lead. However, 
the number of Soviet warheads should equal those of the U.S. 
by 1982.7 In addition, the Soviets will increase their present 
lead in throw-weight and megatonnage. Much of this threat 
has developed because the United States had not demanded 
Soviet compliance with the 1972 accords as they were ex- 
plained to Congress. 

The issue of SALT compliance has been a very sensitive one 
for the U.S. government. The issue is political dynamite and 
has been recognized as such. As the Senate Select Intelligence 
Committee said in 1976, “The spectre of important infor- 
mation, suggesting Soviet violation of strategic arms limitations, 
purposely withheld for extended periods of time from analysts, 
decision makers and Members of Congress, has caused great 
controversy within the Intelligence Community.”? The Com- 
mittee reported that, “The record indicates that Dr. Kissinger, 
U.S. architect of the accords, has attempted to control the 
dissemination and analysis of data on apparent Soviet vio- 
lations of the SALT pact."4 The CIA was told that “Dr. 


1. Statement of Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara Before 
The Senate Armed Services Committee On The Fiscal Year 1969-73 
Defense Program and 1969 Defense Budget (Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1968) p. 54; and Department of Defense Annual Report 
Fiscal Year 1979 (Washington: Defense Department, 1978) p. 47. 

2. Is America Becoming Number 2? (Washington: Committee on the 
Present Danger, 1978) pp. 8-11. 

8. “The Sclect Committee Investigative Record,” The Village Voice, 
February 16, 1976, p. 92. 
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